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24 September 2021 
 
Parents of St Leo’s Residents 
By email – various 
 
 
Dear Parents of St Leo’s Residents 
 
We again find ourselves marching towards the pointy end of semester with the hush of mid-sems and 
the realities of the exam block finding their ways into the Leo’s consciousness. After what feels like a 
frantic social, sporting and cultural semester, the lead up to the departure of residents for the September 
holidays is a good place to pause and reach out to our families. I’m sure you’re all looking forward to 
your sons returning home. 
 
Brisbane, indeed, Queensland more broadly has been fortunate to have had far fewer covid disruptions 
than our colleagues to the south. With Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne each battling significant covid 
outbreaks, spare a thought for USyd, UMelb, the ANU and Monash, each with colleges with residents 
from far flung parts of regional and rural Australia. I doubt being locked down long term in a college 
bedroom is on a whole lot of bucket lists, but this has been the reality for those university colleges in 
our southern states.  
 
St Leo’s and our fellow UQ colleges have managed what was in comparison, a far smaller lockdown. 
The upheaval of seven days’ lockdown, day one of which started the afternoon of the St Leo’s Ball 
recovery, feels like we got off lightly. Our colleagues at the southern universities have been managing 
lockdowns that have now stretched for months. By about day six, cabin fever sets in. I dread to think 
what happens by week six.  
 
I’d like to mention the four St Leo’s men who back in July were identified as “close contacts”. Each of 
them immediately went into a strict quarantine, and aside from one sneaky 2:00am visit from an Uber 
eats driver on day 12 (does this ring any bells, Joe?), each of our four men did their part in ensuring 
that the Indooroopilly cluster was short-lived and that we could all return to something approaching 
normal as quickly as possible.         
 
After our covid disrupted start, it’s been a pleasure to welcome parents back to St Leo’s across the 
balance of second semester and to be able to share something of the life of the College on those visits.  
 
Our outreach to parents started unusually early in semester 2, 2021, when on 24 July, we invited not 
only a random selection of Mums and Dads back to St Leo’s, but also current residents, former 
residents, colleagues from UQ and members of Council.  
 
St Leo’s launched its first Strategic Plan in March of 2016, with minimal input from then current residents 
and nil input from parents. The Strategic Plan is the source document from which we interpret the 
constitutional duties that are the responsibility of the St Leo’s Council. The morning was an outstanding 
success, and from the contributions of each of those stakeholders, the St Leo’s Planning Committee 
was able to synthesize the rich feedback that the meeting generated so as to refresh our Strategic Plan 
for the next five years of College operation.  
 
I’m sure everyone who attended was thoroughly impressed by the emotional maturity and literacy of 
particularly our Third Year men as they reflected on the significance of their affection and regard for 
each other after their three years of living here at the College. The notion that men can have a brotherly 
love for each other and that men can be emotionally intimate with each other can only come from a 
place that is at ease with itself and its masculinity and true to its mission and purpose.  
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The St Leo’s Council will consider a range of things at its next meeting, but chief amongst these will be 
considerations in respect of adding two new Strategic Plan cornerstones as we navigate the next five 
years – those being Emotional Literacy and Connectedness.    
 
Our inaugural Fathers’ Day barbecue was another excellent occasion where not only Dads returned to 
St Leo’s to catch up with their sons, but also Mums and brothers and sisters. In what was a first for St 
Leo’s, we pitched the College marquee, now emblazoned with, “St Leo’s UQ’s Men’s College”, and 
welcomed our families back into the fold.  
 
In total, we had 80 guests on Fathers’ Day, amongst them Old Boys, now great grandfathers from up 
on Wickham Terrace as well as Mums and Dads from Mareeba, Gympie, Dalby, Cairns, Innisfail, 
Townsville, Toowoomba, Gladstone and of course, Brisbane. We even had some of our younger Old 
Boys from the late eighties and early nineties, each with sons in College, right now.  
 
But more of our student life.  
 
Any self-respecting St Leo’s second semester commences with what has become known as “Enzyme 
Week” – a name the genesis of which has long eluded me. On the Friday night of Enzyme Week, is the 
annual College Ball. The 2021 Ball was held in the Members’ Club at the Gabba, and what an excellent 
night it was. Full credit to Max Manassero for not only convening what was an outstanding evening, but 
also for working so closely with the Gabba administrators who were juggling the competing priorities of 
the covid-impacted AFL season. By the narrowest of margins, Max was able to secure the Gabba, host 
a simply outstanding night and then, in the teeth of the Saturday lockdown, get all residents back to 
College so that we could start to hunker down for the following seven days. What a weekend! 
 
From the Ball weekend forward, things haven’t slowed down. We have again found ourselves in 
lockstep with our colleagues over at King’s for ICC premiership glory. As at the time of writing, we are 
in first place by a mere 1.5 points and, subject to some, admittedly unlikely results, may just squeak 
home at year’s end with our first win in the Old Collegians’ Cup since 2008. Watch this space. A huge 
sporting effort by all of our sportsmen, but especially well done to those involved in ICC premierships 
in water polo, soccer and cricket.  
 
Kudos too to Watson Blaikie and the efforts of all Leonians in St Leo’s cultural pursuits. We’re presently 
in sixth or seventh position, an excellent platform from which to spring an upset in 2022. I’d also like to 
acknowledge the excellent work of Howard McDonald, our 2021 Sports’ Convenor. St Leo’s has had a 
great sporting year and Howard capped off his personal contribution with a record winning throw at the 
sports carnival of 67m which, if you follow this discipline, will know is a long way to throw a javelin. 
 
In these newsletters, I try and give Mums and Dads something of an insight into the College experience 
and the comings and goings in a regular day in the life of St Leo’s. The following story isn’t especially 
day-in-the-life-ish, but it gives insights into why this place is so special and how the men of St Leo’s 
make friends who stay with them forever.  
 
Every year I’m invited to our “old” Old Boys’ reunion. These men have been gathering on the St Leo’s 
deck on the second Sunday in September since 2006, reminiscing their days up on Wickham Terrace.  
 
It’s an annual privilege to be invited to meet with our old Leonians. St Leo’s began its life in 1915 at a 
regular residential house in Bulimba (alas, I’m unaware of the actual address). From there, it relocated 
to the site of what is now Lourdes Hill College. Another move followed shortly thereafter to “St Albans”, 
an address in Manning Street, South Brisbane until finally, following a gift in the will of Archbishop 
Quinn, Archbishop Duhig bought 259 Wickham Terrace. St Leo’s was on the Terrace from 1917 (its 
year of affiliation with UQ) through to 1961, the year we relocated to St Lucia.  
 
All of the Leonians who we welcomed back home on 12 September spent their Leo’s days on Wickham 
Terrace, when UQ was sited at what we all think of as QUT. It was a pleasure to welcome Ben Russo 
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and Jack O’Brien, 96 years of age and 94 years of age, respectively. Jack handed me a photograph 
from his first night at College in 1945. The youthful faces of those men, beaming out in what would have 
been the first year of peace after the conclusion of World War II was truly a beautiful sight to behold. It 
was even more wonderful to see many of them assembled on the College deck for their annual reunion, 
still bound by that Leo’s kinship.  
 
Whenever I speak to our Old Boys, I always start by saying, “Welcome home, guys.” Those Sunday 
afternoons are special for these men and it’s lovely to hear them talk about their lives from sixty, in 
some cases seventy and eighty years ago with such fondness.   
 
Should you be at the Brisbane Private Hospital on Wickham Terrace, be sure to visit its excellent coffee 
shop on the Terrace level. There you’ll find a plaque on its southern internal garden wall celebrating the 
forty-four years that St Leo’s occupied that very spot on Wickham Terrace.  
 
In something of a College fun fact, this plaque was originally mounted on the street-facing exterior 
hospital fence in 2007 – a remnant of the College’s original fence. During a 2016 renovation at the 
hospital, the fence was disassembled and for heritage reasons, re-assembled. Unfortunately, the BCC 
wouldn’t permit the re-mounting of the plaque on its original position on the exterior of the wall. Hence 
its current location inside the hospital boundary, as close as we could get it to its original position. 
 
In 2016, when we were preparing for the 2017 St Leo’s Centenary, I visited the hospital, with a view to 
hosting an event of some kind either nearby or at the hospital, itself, in a nod to our Terrace history. As 
Shona Clayton, our then excellent Stakeholder Engagement Officer and I walked through the hospital 
with the CEO, we were delighted to find two large watercolours, taken of the original St Leo’s buildings. 
After a little Centenary magic, we were fortunate to secure them on permanent loan from the physician 
who owns them. They still hang in pride of place in my office. 
 
St Leo’s does all that it can to reach out to its colleague colleges at UQ. An initiative that has grown 
wings in 2021 has been our Professional Networking series, where we invite back both alums and 
Brisbane based professionals to meet and mingle with our current residents. On Tuesday night, 21 
September, Tyler Kiernan, St Leo’s Community Coordinator (Welfare & Wellbeing) and Alice Draffin 
(Director, Student Life at Women’s College) convened the second of this year’s Networking events.  
 
Open to both Second and Third Year residents, events like this speak to the benefits that attach to the 
residential college experience. My friend and colleague, Mrs Flo Kearney, Head and CEO of Women’s 
College joined me at the start of the evening where we both spoke about that very point – the life and 
opportunity that comes of participating in the total college experience. We had eighteen Brisbane 
professionals who joined us for the evening who chatted with St Leo’s and Women’s residents about 
their respective pathways and professional opportunities, and probably as many as 60 attendees from 
both Colleges.  
 
Flo and I each acknowledged Tyler and Alice on the evening, but I’d like to do so again and also 
recognise the contribution of our 2021 Students’ Club Vice-President, Liam Duffy, who has worked with 
Tyler in bringing both of the 2021 Networking events to life. These activities, events and opportunities 
are amongst our keenest points of difference. 
 
The College Road precinct is special inasmuch as we’re the only precinct entirely “within” The University 
of Queensland, a fact that is emblazoned across our respective entry statements and also in our 
respective constitutions. Our postal address is St Leo’s College Within The University of Queensland, 
as are each of our College Road colleagues.  
 
Increasingly, St Leo’s is reaching out to our friends at St John’s, hosting our Johnian brothers (and 
sisters) after our sporting battles, as they are hosting us in return. Similarly, we’re also reaching out to 
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our friends at The Women’s College and in ’22, will be running a sibling discount arrangement with 
Women’s, not unlike that which we have been running with Duchesne. Already we have families who 
have decided to keep their sons on College Road, rather than elsewhere about the campus, with one 
of their daughters at either Duchesne or Women’s. At the heart of collegiality is the notion that events 
and activities are created and led by one’s peers with an equal “buy-in” to the burden of their 
administration and facilitation. It’s been a pleasure to extend our traditional relations with Duchesne to 
our other friends on College Road.  
 
Much like the third term in a school year, the university term three is also very hectic. Presently the 
College is gearing up to conclude RA interviews for 2022, led by the Deputy Head of College, Glen 
Cronan. Similarly, the Students’ Club is preparing for its 2022 elections with what looks like a big field 
of candidates. The Students’ Club AGM is going to be held on Sunday, 10 October and the College will 
announce the 2022 RAs on Monday, 11 October. It’s also at this time of year that we survey our 
returners for the year following. As with other UQ colleges, St Leo’s has been fortunate to have 
experienced strong demand for First Year places next year. The imminent arrival of a large number of 
First Year men in 2022, makes it important that all residents who wish to return get their advice to Heidi 
as soon as possible.  
 
Along with our inaugural Fathers’ Day barbecue, in 2021 we’re also celebrating our inaugural Valete 
long lunch. Whilst 2020 and 2021 have delivered more than their fair share of challenges, our 2021 
leadership team, both our RAs and the Students’ Club Executive, have been a pleasure to work with. 
We’ll reflect on 2021, the year that was and be satisfied that we achieved much as a community that 
we’d never have achieved as 200 individuals.  
 
I look forward to welcoming the parents of our departing Third Year residents to St Leo’s on 31 October 
for our Valete. For some Mums and Dads from FNQ and beyond, I suspect that it may be the first time 
that you’ve been back to St Leo’s since dropping your son off at College in February 2019. A great deal 
has changed in that time and a great deal has stayed the same. My thanks to Carmel Dickinson, mother 
of Oliver, our 2021 Students’ Club President who has agreed to deliver the Valete address.  
 
As I am wont to do as I sign off these letters, should you be satisfied with the experience that your son 
has had in his time at St Leo’s, please tell all of your friends with school-aged leaving sons. If there’s 
something that you think we could do better, please don’t hesitate to call me.  
 
With all good wishes to St Leo’s families as you welcome your sons home for the 2021 September 
break.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
____________ 
Stephen Foley 
St Leo’s College 
Head of College & Chief Executive 
College Road 
Within The University of Queensland 
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Jacob Arratoon, Lachlan Klibbe, Mason Schmidt and Kieran Conway enjoying the Networking Event 

with ladies from The Women’s College 
 
 
 

Eddie Imray, Alex Rice, Oliver Dickinson, Robert Falzon, Paul Algie and Watson Blaikie at the 
Strategic Planning Day 
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Families enjoying the good weather at the Inaugural Fathers’ Day BBQ 
 
 
Cousins at College:  Joseph McKeering and Lachlan Smith with their Mums and Dads at Fathers’ Day 
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Joe Doherty, Alex Riley, Josh Weekers, Leo Cartwright and the soccer crowd after the ICC 
Premiership 

 

Walter Boehme at ICC waterpolo 
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The old Old Boys at their 2021 Reunion 
 

 
 

Steve Foley speaking at the Old Boys’ BBQ 
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1945 first night at College – some of the same faces in the photographs above 
 

 
Rugby team 2021 
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Liam Duffy, Will Baxter, Watson Blaikie, Alex Rice, Sean Mullane, Vincent Melbin, Aidan Harris, Max 

Manassero, Oliver Dickinson, Howard McDonald, Macca Adamson, Fletcher Tonkin and Luke 
Caswell at the 2021 Ball at the Brisbane Cricket Ground (the Gabba) 

 
 
 

Jacob Arratoon behind the stumps, ICC cricket. Premiers in 2021 


