26 April 2022
Parents of St Leo’s Residents
By email – various
Dear Parents of St Leo’s Residents
I would usually have this newsletter in Parents’ hands by the start of the Easter holiday,
rounding out the first term and all that has been coming and going at St Leo’s in that time.
Regrettably, after a recruiting trip to Sydney on Thursday and Friday 7 and 8 April, and
spending two hours in a queue awaiting security clearance, I contracted the dreaded lurgy and
spent a week unwell and recuperating. It would be no exaggeration to say that I have never
been hit so terribly hard by a virus. I commented to my Council that it’s the sort of bug that
people should do everything in their power to avoid.
The wisdom in the UQ colleges’ requiring their residents to be fully vaccinated resonated in
there being few COVID cases around the campus and a sense that each UQ college was well
positioned to be able to manage any significant outbreak. With 180 residents in house and a
total of nine rooms available to house COVID positive cases, at our busiest, St Leo’s quarantine
facility had four simultaneous COVID positives.
It was a tribute to Glen Cronan’s RA team that these unwell residents had their meals brought
to them and their used crockery and cutlery taken away – thereby delivering our isolation and
quarantine. As was the case at other UQ colleges, Leo’s systems meant that the virus was well
contained. Colleges’ operational models, where residents dine at a common dining room and
use common amenities, in many respects, not unlike cruise ships, leaves them vulnerable to
bugs like COVID.
Since early 2019, we’ve grown accustomed to our academic years beginning with disruptions.
In the week commencing 21 February, Brisbane received nearly 800mm of rain. On Sunday
27 February, there were 228mm, alone. It may come as a surprise to some to learn that the
southern side of the UQ campus, that side which sits opposite Yeronga and Fairfield is higher
than the northern side, the side opposite Highgate Hill and West End.
The four UQ colleges along College Road, St John’s, Duchesne, Women’s and St Leo’s were
each unscathed, as was the case in 2011. However, our friends and colleagues at both
Emmanuel and International House suffered inundations of their buildings. (Incidentally, the
low point on Sir William MacGregor Drive is in a line with the St Leo’s/St John’s boundary.)
Around 60 students have relocated from Emmanuel to Grace College whilst repairs to
Emmanuel buildings are being carried out. Students at IH who were affected were relocated to
higher floors. St Leo’s escaped with almost no damage to our buildings, other than a few spot
leaks above the dining room servery area. Sadly though the northern side of the UQ campus
was again inundated with substantial flooding over the tennis courts, into the swimming pool
and at the track ‘n field facility. These inundations have caused disruptions to the regular ICC
competition. Swimming has been deferred to the second semester and the start of the rowing
season was impacted by the debris in the river. As at the time of writing, St Leo’s is a point or
two adrift from first spot in ICC Sport and is languishing in 8th spot in ICC Cultural.
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I’d like to acknowledge the fine work of Sean McDonald, Dave Bagshaw and the Students’
Club Executive as they have set about responding to the disruptions that have again
characterised the start of the year. This Third Year cohort commenced their residency at St
Leo’s in February 2020, by March of 2020, they were back home because of the disruptions of
COVID. When these boys reflect upon their time at St Leo’s, their residency will be a different
sort of experience from the norm.
We start each year with the College Commencement Dinner. It both marks the new academic
year and celebrates the academic achievements of those students who excelled in the year
previous. St Leo’s boasts an impressive academic roll call. Our first Rhodes scholar, JH Baxter
(more on whom, below) enrolled at St Leo’s in 1916, and was a Leonian during our inaugural
year of UQ affiliation, 1917. Since James Baxter, we’ve had more Rhodes scholars, university
medallists and Graduates of the Year. Indeed, St Leo’s is the only UQ college to have had two
Graduates of the Year, in 2013 and 2014 – UQ’s very finest graduating result in any particular
year.
In 2021, our best Second and Third Year result was that of Lachlan Jensen, who won our
McKenna Prize. Our best First Year result was Alex Krueger, who won the Baxter Prize.
St Leo’s runs tutorials throughout the year to support the learning outcomes of our residents.
There’s a clear correlation between the outcomes for those residents who avail themselves of
the College’s tutorial support and those who elect not to do so. In collaboration with our
colleagues at Women’s, St John’s and Duchesne, St Leo’s makes every effort to ensure that
our residents get the learning support they need as they set about their degree studies.
Our 2022 Commencement Dinner speaker was Adjunct Professor Matt Foley, Leonian (1970).
Matt studied Social Work and law at UQ before going on to a career as a social worker, barrister
and state MP. He was Minister for the Arts and Industrial Relations as well as Attorney General
in the Goss and Beattie Labor governments of the 1990s and early 2000s.
I always try and give something of an insight into life at the College in these newsletters, and
a story that might give Mums and Dads a glimpse of life at UQ.
A few weeks ago, I was contacted by UQ Sport to inform me that they had found a photograph
of a plaque that had once stood above a doorway in the UQ sports hall. The plaque read thus:

In
Memory of
James Hickson Baxter
Died December 1920
Aged 26 years
Rhodes Scholar 1916
A man prominent in the promotion
of university sport
Si qva fata aspera rvmpas
Unfortunately, when the sports centre was being repainted, the plaque was taken down, and
in the process of being remounted at the conclusion of the repaint, it crumbled apart. This
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James Hickson Baxter is of course St Leo’s JH Baxter, St Leo’s first Rhodes scholar, and the
man after whom our First Year academic prize is now named. Along with another St Leo’s
resident, Bernie Herzig, JH Baxter played in the UQ rugby XV. A lesser known fun fact about
the UQ Rugby Club was that for a few years in the 1920s, it actually participated in the Brisbane
rugby league competition. Such was James Baxter’s contribution to UQ rugby that a cup was
named in his honour – the JH Baxter cup, which was awarded annually to the victorious college
in football and cricket. From what I can discern, this cup has been lost to the winds of time.
With the support of UQ Sport, I was able to co-sponsor the re-establishment of the plaque, but
made sure that under the reference to Baxter being a Rhodes scholar also had added, “And
proud St Leo’s College resident”.
The stories of the first men who resided at the College is an almost annual source of
wonderment and surprise. Last year we were contacted by a war historian inquiring after a
Captain FR Smith who was also resident at St Leo’s in 1917. As it happened, Frank Smith
returned from the western front where he’d been a flying ace, having shot down seventeen
enemy aircraft behind the line. I imagine Fr McKenna, my 1917 era predecessor was very
pleased to enrol him.
In speaking of things circa the Great War, the day of your sons’ returns to College was on our
annual ANZAC commemoration. For the first time in quite a few years, we elected to mark the
day on 25 April, itself. Usually the rhythm of the year means that it’s impossible to host a dinner
or commemoration on ANZAC day, itself. Since 2015, St Leo’s has hosted each of the ANZAC
era colleges – St John’s, Emmanuel, King’s and Women’s at an event that marks the
contributions of those of their collegians who served in World War I and indeed other conflicts
in which Australia has been involved.
Your sons stand shoulder to shoulder under the covered walkway beside our dining room and
the wreath bearers – the Students’ Club presidents of St John’s, Emmanuel, King’s and
Women’s lay wreaths in memory of their collegians’ war efforts. St Leo’s tradition is to invite a
Leonian whose family has a particular connection with Australian war efforts. Bryn Jenkins,
whose great grandfather was at both Gallipoli and the Somme has been Leo’s wreath bearer
for the past two years. Bryn’s great grandfather won the Military Cross and Bar for his service.
Our ANZAC guest speaker was Simon Cleary, himself the son of a Leonian, 1945 – 1949.
Simon is the author of the War Artist a story that deals with a returned serviceman’s struggle
to reassert himself free of the traumas and legacies of tours of duty in Afghanistan. Simon
spoke about the notion of civic responsibility in Australia’s various war efforts, and the inevitable
entwining of personal stories of survival with the politics of the day in Australia’s various
conflicts. He concluded on this note:

That is not to say that the politics are easy. But I have an enduring sense that commemoration of
sacrifices of Australian soldiers is entwined with a civic responsibility – the responsibility to engage
in the question of whether to wage war - for all of us to do what we can to ensure that sacrifices are
not in vain, and that tomorrow there will be fewer reasons to weep than there are today.

The second half of semester I, as is the case with the second half of semester II, is especially
busy around the College. Our next event is the Mothers’ Day brunch on Sunday, 8 May. Could
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I encourage all Mums (and Dads!) who want to attend to get in touch with Jocelyn. Leo’s
residents attend at no cost and the College passes on a cost recovery fee for the event itself.
We’d love to see as many families as possible able to join us on the day to continue with what
has become a real calendar highlight.
Again, usually by this time of the year, Glen Cronan and I have contacted each of the families
of our First Year residents. I’m going to again plead COVID as I lost last week to recuperation
and recovery.
In contacting the parents of our First Years, we get an insight into the experience of the young
men who have started at the College. In 2022, we have 89 First Year residents, most of whom
are in the First Year of their university studies. When we speak with Mums and Dads, we’re
looking to establish if there’s anything that St Leo’s could do better by way of welcoming and
assisting in the transition from Year 12. Glen and I look forward to chatting further with First
Years’ parents across the course of the next two or so weeks.
Finally, I’m again making contact with our regional schools and arranging visits to speak with
Year 12 students who are now in the final two terms of their secondary careers. Next week I’m
hopeful of visiting Townsville and district schools.
St Leo’s residents come from all over Queensland and Australia. During preparations for
receiving students back into College, we were surprised to learn that the home address of 50%
of our 180 residents was beyond a radius of 5 hours’ drive of Brisbane. St Leo’s has always
had a very strong regional following – consistent with our being owned by the four Dioceses of
Queensland, Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Townsville, Cairns and the Archdiocese, Brisbane.
I hope that you enjoyed the Easter celebrations and the opportunity to re-connect with your
sons. We look forward to welcoming Mums and Dads back to College for the Mothers’ Day
brunch and to seeing you around College across the balance of the semester and year. As I
always say when I sign off these newsletters, should there be anything that you think St Leo’s
could do better, please contact me. If you think we’re doing a good job and that your son is
enjoying himself, please tell your friends.
With all good wishes from us here at St Leo’s.

____________
Stephen Foley
Head of College & Chief Executive
St Leo’s College
College Road
Within The University of Queensland
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Antonio del Vecchio and Perry Baker – new friends on Family Day
Caleb Chan, Thomas Chin and Jia Xiang Yong in the Junior Common Room on Family Day

6

Kade Watt, Ethan Lovell, Aaron Cook Navarro and Lachlan Relf in togas during ‘O’ week
Sean McDonald, Alex Francis, Will Kennedy and Hamish Hewitt celebrating on the hockey field
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Corban Zahn, Aidan Collins and Pat McKay on the volleyball court
Bryn Jenkins carrying the ANZAC wreath through the Leo’s men towards the
Foundation Stone
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Alex Krueger and Lachlan Jensen being congratulated on their awards by Matt Foley
New residents enjoying the paint party during ‘O’ week
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