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24 June 2022 
 
Parents of St Leo’s Residents 
By email – various 
 
 
Dear Parents of St Leo’s Residents 
 
In what has been a year of unusual weather extremes, it’s a welcome distraction to get some 
sunny crisp days, just as our men are concluding their semester 1 exam block. It’s easy to 
forget that semester 1 is finishing late because Brisbane was inundated in the third week in 
February and UQ amended its dates as it battled to restore the campus at the start of the year. 
Since then we’ve had rain and more rain and a rearranged ICC sporting calendar, not to 
mention the difficulties of some colleges electing to host their annual balls on the Sunday of a 
public holiday weekend, and a very cold Brisbane winter. Otherwise though, a normal 
semester.  
 
As your sons make their ways home for the mid-year break, we’ve already started receiving 
applications for 2023. With roughly 100 places available in 2023, already we have 40 boys who 
have indicated that they’d like to start at St Leo’s as next year’s First Years.  
 
Each year, Glen Cronan and I travel to an array of schools throughout regional Queensland 
and interstate, sharing with Year 12 boys what life at St Leo’s will visit on their student 
experiences. It often comes as something of a surprise to chat with our Thirds Years and hear 
their stories about the visits that Glen and I made to their schools four years earlier.  Without 
embarrassing Walter Bohme, one of our 2022 RAs, or Xerxes Lopes, another of our Third 
Years, I recall like it was yesterday visiting Normanhurst Boys’ High to speak with the boys’ 
Year 12 class in August of 2019. Both Walter and Xerxes are entering what will be the second 
semester of Third Year with us.  
 
The diversity of the make-up of the St Leo’s community is part of its strength. As UQ has 
recently announced with the advent of its Queensland Commitment, there is a need to ensure 
that the University engages with students who reside outside Brisbane and its immediate 
regional surrounds. It’s a matter of some pride to the College that we have residents from 
Mareeba, Roma, Dalby, Herberton, Blackwater, Stanthorpe and Innisfail as well as the regional 
cities Toowoomba, Rocky, Townsville, Cairns and Mackay – and always have had. Whereas 
some UQ colleges draw sizeable numbers of their residents from SEQ corner schools, St Leo’s 
is regional and diverse in its make-up. This has become a clearer point of difference as UQ 
looks to nurture its connections with the Queensland regions.     
 
I recently spoke at Longreach High and was able to arrange to speak on the School of the Air 
immediately after chatting with Year 11s and 12s at the high school. As far as I’m aware, St 
Leo’s has never had an enrolment from a student who did their secondary schooling over the 
air (but I’d be delighted to learn otherwise). I asked one young man, who was showing an 
especially keen interest in what St Leo’s might offer his university student experience, which 
part of Queensland he came from. His answer – Western Australia. St Leo’s is doing all that it 
can to align itself with UQ’s efforts to raise further again its profile in regional Queensland. This 
task is made the easier because the four regional dioceses start at the coast and make their 
ways inland to the Territory, New South Welsh, and South Australian borders.   
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Since our April newsletter, College life has been charging along. On Sunday 8 May we 
welcomed back Mums (and Dads) for our annual Mothers’ Day brunch. In what was yet another 
excellent celebration of the Mothers, Grandmothers and even Great Grandmothers of the St 
Leo’s community, we had about 40 families and 100 guests who joined us on the morning. The 
brunch represents something of a departure from our usual pattern inasmuch as we don’t invite 
any of our guests to speak. It’s a chance for our families to get back together and enjoy a 
reunion at St Leo’s.  
 
Will Kennedy and his Executive team has continued to work to convene excellent social events 
for our residents. On 12 May, the Students’ Club hosted the Leonian where as many as 400 
guests enjoyed pre-event drinks at the College before bussing off-site to an undisclosed 
location. It’s always a big night and full kudos to Macca Adamson for making the logistics of 
the night work for all attendees. From all that I heard, it was a really enjoyable evening.  
 
In another St Leo’s first on 26 May, Women’s College hosted the entire St Leo’s cohort for the 
inaugural Woozonian. In a smart casual affair, the boys had an enjoyable 90 minute soiree on 
the Women’s deck with the ladies of Women’s College before many of them made their ways 
to the Red Room at 9:00pm for the final exchange before exams. St Leo’s will be hosting the 
ladies of Women’s for the semester 2 Woozonian on Thursday evening, 8 September. With 
King’s College now very much one of the co-residential colleges on campus, St Leo’s finds 
itself having more and more to do with our friends and colleagues at Women’s, as we always 
have with Duchesne.  
 
As I do in all of these newsletters, I try to give Mums and Dads a glimpse of something of the 
life of the College that happens away from the scenes. On 8 May, I received an email from 
John Duffy, Leonian 1979 – 1983. John wrote to inform me that since his departure from St 
Leo’s he has had in his keeping Leonian magazines from 1961 – 1982. John asked if the 
College would be interested in his returning them for our archival records. Of course, I accepted 
John’s very kind offer. Within a fortnight a post pack with the most extraordinary record of 
student comings and goings landed on my desk. Along with a donation of about 1,000 Phantom 
comics (kindly donated by the late Terry Effeney AO), John’s donation represents something 
of our history that was otherwise lost to the winds of time.  
 
It is of course difficult to know how these sixty year old documents should be preserved for us 
all to access and enjoy. For some sense of context, St Leo’s moved from its digs at 259 
Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill out to its present day St Lucia site in 1962. Hopefully we’ll be 
able to record the Leonians for posterity both electronically and in archival storage and will 
have a way of making available for our whole community the stories from those years charted 
in these magazines.  
 
Regrettably, as has been the case with other colleges’ student journals the Leonian (the 
magazine) has been abandoned because in its latter years it went from being a journal that 
celebrated student life to something else. We last produced one through the kind donation of 
Dr John Casey in 2017, our Centenary year. It may well be something that is re-established in 
the medium term. Watch this space! 
 
Special mention needs to go to our chess players for yet another ICC chess victory. Kudos too 
to our football players who were runners up to Emmanuel and our rowers who came third 
behind King’s and St John’s. I’d also like to say well done to our band who were hugely 
disappointed with the result on the night of Bandfest, despite their performance being a top ten 
finish. There is a lot about ICC Cultural that is very well done, but the scoring system, 



   

 
 

predicated as it is on a subjective, discretionary weighted points system is something that 
would benefit from a re-think.  
 
I don’t usually share operational humdrum in these newsletters, but would like to provide an 
update confirming how St Leo’s manages car parking. Unfortunately, I’m going to have to 
devote a fair bit of space to this issue, because nothing causes more angst and teeth grinding 
than car parking, both to staff and to parkers.  
 
St Leo’s is the only UQ college that provides a car park on College grounds for each of its 
residents. With a UQ pass costing in the order of $1,600 per year, parking is a sizeable benefit 
that the College confers on those men who live here. We routinely permit UQ staff to park at 
St Leo’s in exchange for a fee just south of UQ’s annual $1,600 fee. 
 
I’d be grateful if Mums and Dads would remind their sons that their sons may only have that 
one car which is registered against their son’s name occupying that College car park space 
which Glen has allocated to their son. It would be unsportsmanlike of me to name names, but 
a recent audit of sneaky parkers uncovered some residents who had two cars parked at St 
Leo’s and other residents who had sold the car that they had originally registered with the 
College, without informing the College of their new car’s details.  
 
The audit also established that it’s not unusual to have as many as fifteen unregistered cars 
parked in College grounds overnight and into the next business day. Regrettably, these 
unregistered cars are occupying parking spaces of College residents who have properly 
registered their cars’ details with the College.  
 
We also found cars of ‘guests’ parked in St Leo’s grounds when these guests were residents 
of one of the other UQ colleges. (You can imagine the scale of the inconvenience of having to 
walk from a nearby UQ college over to St Leo’s.)  
 
As of Monday 25 July, there will be one new addition to our car parking regulations. That 
addition is that any car that is found on College grounds that is unregistered with the College 
will be towed to a very attractive car park at Springfield Lakes. I’m reliably informed that to 
retrieve a car from this car park will cost $264.85.  
 
Could Mums and Dads please reiterate to their sons that their sons must register their car’s 
details with the College, even where they have borrowed a car/acquired a car/hired a 
car…whatever. Any car that has no record on the College database or which isn’t permitted 
entry during business hours could find itself at Springfield Lakes. Our requirement has always 
been one St Leo’s registered car per resident.  
 
I’m providing this update to try and respond to what is a recurrent logistical difficulty. We’re 
looking for an outcome where every resident who has registered his car’s details may park in 
his allocated space, without the irritation of discovering another car in that spot and the 
compounding irritation of then trying to establish who owns the vehicle parked in the wrong 
spot.  
 
Of course, Mums and Dads visiting their sons at the weekend or during the week need not be 
concerned. We have visitors’ spots set aside for Mums’ and Dads’ visits and continue to 
encourage you to visit as often as you wish. Just make sure you use the visitors’ spaces! 
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As we move towards year’s end, I’d like to note those events that are upcoming and encourage 
Mums and Dads to make spaces in their diaries. On Tuesday evening, 16 August the College 
will be hosting the annual Archbishop Sir James Duhig Memorial Lecture. In a departure from 
previous practice, the College will be hosting a cocktail reception following the lecture. 
 
Could I encourage as many Dads (and Mums) as possible to contact Heidi to confirm their 
attendance at the Fathers’ Day barbecue, coincidentally in 2022, on the same day as the 
annual Francis & Kassulke Cup rugby fixture against King’s College. Invitations will follow. 
Finally, on Saturday 29 October, we’ll be hosting the College Valete luncheon, farewelling the 
2022 Third Years. Third Year Mums and Dads again, invitations will follow.   
 
In closing, I’d like to acknowledge the fine work of the St Leo’s staff across the first semester. 
It’s been a semester of rearrangements as the February flood and then the May rain forced 
Plan Bs on all manner of commitments. Semester 1 2022 has been one of the wettest that I 
can remember, one of the mouldiest that I can remember and one of the coldest that I can 
remember. Throughout each of these challenges, our Staff, our RAs and our Students’ Club 
Executive worked with a sense of common purpose. My thanks to everyone in responding to 
what was a challenging semester 1.  
 
Finally, as I always do, could I please ask that if you’re satisfied with your son’s experience at 
St Leo’s that you tell any of your friends with school-leaving aged boys. If there’s something 
that you think St Leo’s could do better, please pick up the phone and speak with me.  
 
All good wishes to our families as you reunite with your sons over the June/July holiday period. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
____________ 
Stephen Foley 
Head of College & Chief Executive 
St Leo’s College 
Within The University of Queensland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

 
Mothers’ Day Brunch Crowd 2022 

 

 
 

Lisa Worthington, Flynn Ross, Macaulay Adamson, Di Adamson and Lily Adamson at 
Mothers’ Day Brunch. 
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Chess Champions - Flynn Woodall, Flynn Taylor, Declan Attenborough, Bryce Kenyon 

 

 
 

Zach Guse, Lachlan Williams, Harry Baxter, Bryce Kenyon performing at Bandfest. 
 

 
 
 
 



   

 
 

 
Leo’s Soccer game against John’s earlier this year. 

 

 
 

Leo’s Student Car Park.   
 

 


